
Rasnic Named VP for University Advancement
OBU is pleased to welcome Tim Rasnic as vice 
president for university advancement. He assumed his 
duties effective Dec. 10. In this role, Rasnic’s primary 
responsibilities include overseeing development and 
alumni relations, coordinating the development team in 
raising funds for the university, and securing financial 
support for the university.

Rasnic previously enjoyed an extensive career at the 
University of Oklahoma in alumni and development 
positions including director of development for regional 
campaigns and university libraries. He also served as director of planned giving 
in the university’s office of development and as the director of development for 
OU’s Price College of Business. Rasnic most recently served as executive director 
of the Oklahoma Zoo Society, where he focused on fundraising and membership.

Rasnic grew up in Navajo, Oklahoma, located in the southwest corner of the 
state near Altus. He earned a Bachelor of Arts in public affairs and administration 
from the University of Oklahoma and soon thereafter began his professional 
career with the OU Alumni Association. His affiliations with professional 
organizations include the International Leadership Association, the Big 12 
Development Officers Organization, the National Committee on Planned Giving, 
and the Big 12 Planned Giving Council. He also has a significant record of 
community service, including serving as chair of leadership programs and chair 
of Tomorrow’s Leaders for the Norman Chamber of Commerce, program chair 
for the Norman Sooner Rotary Club, and two-term president for Big Brothers/Big 
Sisters of Cleveland County.

Rasnic has also spent time volunteering with organizations including United 
Way, the U.S. Olympic Festival, Omicron Delta Kappa Leadership Society, and 
OU’s Pe-et Honor Society, a special honor society for university juniors who 
have demonstrated outstanding achievement. He has also enjoyed serving in 
leadership positions for local athletic booster clubs, including as president of the 
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Upcoming Events on Campus
 Feb. 26 Preview Day

 March 6  Generation Why? 
  Student Apologetics Conference 

 March 26  Presidential Inauguration 

 March 27 Preview Day

 April 24  Priority Enrollment Day

 May 15  Spring Commencement

WOV Continues Making Impact 
and Improvements on Bison Hill

Women of Vision is a giving circle at OBU 
that offers a unique opportunity to join 
together with other women who desire 
to create a valuable financial source to 
support, promote, sustain and enhance the 
university’s mission.

Women of Vision exists to encourage 
women to be philanthropic leaders and 
to maximize the impact of their giving. 
Through the giving circle, individual 
contributions are united and magnified 
through a collective voice supporting 
the university. Gifts collected from each 
member are pooled, and together, the circle 
members decide how the money should be 
directed on Bison Hill.

Continued on page 2



Norman North Boys Basketball Booster Club and as vice president of the Whittier 
Athletic Booster Club.

He was honored to be selected as a member of Leadership Oklahoma’s Class XII 
and served the state’s premier leadership program as vice president for youth 
programs and as a member of the board of directors. He was one of three LOK 
alumni who founded and created the Youth Leadership Oklahoma program along 
with LOK’s executive director. He is also a graduate of Leadership Norman and 
Leadership Oklahoma City and is a member of the Oklahoma City Rotary Club. 
He and his wife Janis are the proud parents of three adult children, Meredith, 
Ryan and Reid.

Rasnic feels blessed and honored to lead the OBU advancement and alumni team.

“The strong legacy of Christian higher education and tradition of excellence at 
OBU attracted me to the position of vice president for university advancement,” 
he said. “I am honored and excited to have the opportunity to join the OBU 
family and look forward to continuing and enhancing the outstanding reputation 
of this wonderful university through our collective effort in fundraising and 
alumni engagement. For many years as an Oklahoma Baptist, I have witnessed 
an incredible dedication and commitment from OBU alumni, donors and friends 
of the university. It is a blessing to be able to accept this position and have the 
opportunity to contribute to this impressive legacy.”

One aspect of his duties which Rasnic is particularly excited about is connecting 
with and working with OBU’s alumni base to connect them to the University’s 
mission in meaningful and personal ways, drawing on his many years of 
experience in alumni relations to do so.

“It is vitally important for our university to connect with our alumni and to 
ask for their support and engagement, especially as we enter this new era with 
President Thomas and an incredibly dedicated group of administrators, faculty 
and staff who have a desire to make the OBU experience a positive one for 
current and future students. We also want to continue that positive experience 
with our dedicated alumni and find ways for them to maintain involvement no 
matter how close or far they live from Bison Hill.

“I am thrilled at the prospect of being able to meet and connect with our 
alumni and update them on our OBU story. We plan to host some interesting, 
wonderful alumni events on campus in addition to bringing OBU to the various 
communities where we have a concentration of alumni. We have already 
participated in some thoughtful conversations about ways we can increase alumni 
engagement and it will be great to see the impactful results of that effort.”

OBU President Dr. Heath A. Thomas is excited to welcome Rasnic to the 
administrative team and looks forward to the impact his leadership will make 
upon university advancement and alumni relations.

“Tim Rasnic brings decades of experience to campus, both in fundraising and 
in working with alumni. As a lifelong Oklahoman and Southern Baptist, he 
understands the heartbeat of this university and will work tirelessly to connect 
our alumni to the university’s mission. I am likewise excited for him to lead the 
development team in making new connections with people who share the vision 
of OBU and who want to ensure the impact made on Bison Hill will endure for 
generations to come.”

Membership is open to alumnae and friends 
who understand the potential women have in 
making a significant impact on the University 
and its students, programs, faculty and staff.

In October, 55 women gathered for the sixth 
annual Women of Vision luncheon. They 
celebrated raising a collective gift of $53,000 
and heard an inspirational message from 
OBU’s first lady, Jill Thomas.

After reviewing several worthy projects, 
the Women of Vision voted to create more 
outdoor seating spaces throughout the 
campus. This seating will provide students 
more areas where they can safely gather 
while maintaining social distancing and 
encouraging them to enjoy fresh air and the 
beautiful campus while they study or hang 
out with friends.

Since their founding in 2015, the Women of 
Vision have funded a wide array of impressive 
projects to improve OBU. The projects 
include the installation of approximately 
25 exterior lighting fixtures on campus; an 
addition of keyless card access to buildings 
across campus; a renovation and relocation 
of the Campus Ministry Center; the 
installation of blue campus safety phones; 
the establishment of a Women of Vision 
endowment to award student scholarships 
each year; and the renovation of the Office  
of Admissions and front entrance to 
Thurmond Hall.

For more information or to join the Women 
of Vision, visit okbu.edu/wov.

Rasnic continued Women of Vision

https://www.okbu.edu/giving/campaigns/women-of-vision.html


The Good Things Food Pantry is a food ministry on campus which 
began in early 2020 to end food insecurity for students on Bison 
Hill. While it may seem difficult to imagine, food insecurity is a 
widespread issue on college and university campuses throughout 
the nation, and OBU is no different. Many students experience 
times throughout the week when they have a gap in meals, either 
because they have run out of meal credits on their campus meal 
plan, they are short on money, or they don’t have the transportation 
to get to the store.

To help the food pantry meet this critical need, the Office of 
Advancement began a fundraising campaign last summer, to endow 
a fund to help supply the pantry with needed food and supplies 
for generations to come. To date, the University has placed more 
than $24,000 in endowment through generous gifts from alumni, 
employees, students and friends of the University.

Cynthia Gates, director of events, camps and conferences at OBU, 
founded the Good Things Food Pantry a year ago. Gates saw the 
need for the food pantry when she learned of a student who was 
working as summer staff on campus and who had not eaten for 
three days, prompting her and others to pitch in to help meet the 
student’s need.

“Nationwide, food insecurities on college campuses touch about 
40 percent of students,” Gates said. “OBU conducted a survey last 
fall and found out that 32 percent of our students had experienced 
some type of food insecurities. That’s a significant number, and 
if we can help students not worry about food, they can be more 
successful in the classroom and other areas of their lives.”

OBU’s Good Things Food Pantry exists to “fill the gap” of food 
needs and minister to any currently enrolled OBU students. The 
food pantry is open to all OBU students and is run on a simple 
points system. Every food item in the pantry is assigned one point. 
Students are allowed ten points per week and may get food from 
the pantry once per week.

In response to COVID-19 safety protocols, students are able to 
go online and request the items they want, with volunteers filling 
and bagging those orders. This way, the distribution process is safe 
during the pandemic, as the number of people entering the pantry 
itself is limited.

Women of Vision

Advancement Office Raising Funds to Endow ‘Good Things Food Pantry’

OBU Advancement Team
Back Row (L-R): Tim Rasnic, Vice 
President of University Advancement; 
Jim Hively, Director of Development; 
Crystal McKee, Director, Development 
- Annual Operations and Special 
Events; Bob Cloyde, Senior Director of 
Development

Front Row (L-R): Debbie Alt, 
Secretary, Advancement and University 
Relations; Jack Moore, Director 
of Development, Assistant to the 
President for Strategic Partnerships; 
Amy Petty, Contributions Clerk

The food pantry has been supported by donations, food drives, and 
also receiving food support from an external food bank. However, 
Gates desires to raise this endowment so that the food pantry 
ministry may be self-sustaining financially and be able to support 
students every month, regardless of the current level of donations. 
With an endowed fund, monthly supplies could be purchased form 
the interest generated by the base fund, thus providing support for 
this ministry indefinitely into the future.

To donate to the Good Things Food Pantry endowment campaign 
or to learn more, visit okbu.edu/giving.

https://www.okbu.edu/giving/index.html


OBU conferred degrees upon 80 undergraduates and 44 graduate 
students during Winter Commencement ceremonies Saturday, 
Nov. 21. In order to facilitate physical distancing, commencement 
was held in three separate ceremonies inside Raley Chapel’s Potter 
Auditorium.

Keeping with tradition, graduates took their ceremonial final walk 
across campus as OBU students before filing together into Raley 
Chapel. The graduating students, dressed in academic regalia, 
passed by a row of OBU faculty members and administrators before 
reaching the east steps of the chapel.

Dr. Paul Chitwood, president of the International Mission Board, 
delivered the commencement address during the 9 a.m. and 11 
a.m. ceremonies. Graduates in the 2 p.m. ceremony heard from Dr. 
Nathan Mellor, CEO, author and executive coach. Mellor is the CEO 
of the Oklahoma City based Strata Leadership, LLC.

OBU President Dr. Heath A. Thomas delivered the charge to 
the graduating class during each of the three commencement 
ceremonies.

“Graduates, today you have a distinct privilege,” Thomas said. 
“From one alum to another, you are graduating as those who hold 
the honor of having a degree from Oklahoma Baptist University. 
You are OBU graduates. I commend you for your commitment. 
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I commend you for your faithfulness. I commend you for your 
diligence and perseverance.”

“From Bison Hill, I charge you,” he said. “Go into our world. 
Don’t sit on the sidelines. Make a difference. Be a positive agent of 
change in the communities that God takes you. Go and serve your 
community. Go and serve our Lord. You have been equipped. So, as 
Mother Teresa used to say, ‘Go do something beautiful for God,’ and 
I’ll just add this…I dare you.”

University Honors 124 Graduates During Winter Commencement Ceremonies
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