
 PSY 354 HISTORY OF PSYCHOLOGY

SPRING 2006

Instructor: Bret Roark  Hours: M,W,F 3:00-5:00              
Phone: 878-2214   T,TH 2:00-4:00  
E-mail: Bret.Roark@okbu.edu      
Office: Owens Hall 301    

Course Description: The development of the major schools of psychology, their philosophic and
scientific antecedents and their basic theoretical concepts, methodological characteristics,
empirical content, and general adequacy. Prerequisite PSY 122

Course Objectives:  
1. To examine the historical context, including both political and cultural aspects, within which

the development of psychology as a discipline has taken place.
2. To become familiar with the chronological history of ideas which has contributed to the field

of psychology.
3. To learn about the major figures and schools of thought in psychology's history.

Required Text:  
Schultz, D. P.,  & Schultz, S. E.  (2004).  A history of modern psychology (8  ed.). Belmont, CA:th

Wadsworth/Thomson Learning.

Course Requirements:
Contextual Timelines (60%): Student teams will complete 12 time-lines over the course of the
semester.  Each time-line will span one decade and will include key events and people for that
decade.  For each event on the time-line, a separate page (or pages) will contain a paragraph or
more describing the event and, ideally, how the event contributed to the development of
psychology or how psychology influenced the event.  On Monday, each week, the student teams
will give a 10 minute oral presentation of the material they have collected for their time-line.

Biography (10%): Each student will write a biography on an important but lesser known figure
in psychology.  Detailed guidelines concerning this assignment will be provided on a separate
handout.  All written assignments should be typed and double spaced.

Tests (30%): Four exams will be given throughout the semester.  The exams will cover textbook
material, lectures, and student time-lines.  Exams will include multiple choice, short answer, and
essay type questions. 

Attendance:  If you choose to miss a class it is your responsibility to find out what took place
during your absence. Following University policy, if you miss more than 25% of the scheduled
classes, you will receive a failing grade for this course.  Absences on the days of exams will
result in a grade of zero being given for that exam unless the absence was due to extremely
unusual circumstances. 

The grading scale for the course is as follows:
90%-100% = A 80%-89% = B 70%-79% = C 60%-69% = D 0%-59% = F



COURSE SCHEDULE
January
30   Introduction 
February        
01   Team/Time-line Assignments
03    Physiological Influences
06   The New Psychology
08   Structuralism
10   Structuralism
13   1870-1880
15   Functionalism
17   Functionalism
20   1880-1890 
22   Functionalism
24   Exam 1 (Ch 3-7) 
27   1890-1900              
March
01   Applied Psychology
03   Applied Psychology
06   1900-1910
08   Behaviorism
10   Behaviorism                            

13-17 SPRING BREAK
20   1910-1920
22   Behaviorism          
24   Gestalt Psychology    
27   1920-1930
29   Gestalt Psychology

31   Exam 2 (Ch 8-12)
April
03   1930-1940
05   Psychoanalysis
07   Psychoanalysis
10   1940-1950 
12   Psychoanalysis
14   SWPA (no class - work on biographies)
17   1950-1960 
19   Psychoanalysis
21   Exam 3 (Ch 13-14)
24   1960-1970 
26   Cognitive Psychology
28   Cognitive Psychology
May
01   1970-1980                                
03   Cognitive Psychology
05   Evolutionary Psychology
08   1980-1990 
10   Evolutionary Psychology
12   Psychology Today
   

FINAL EXAM (Ch 15, Handouts)
Wednesday May 17  3:15-5:15th

Changes in this course schedule may be made, depending upon the instructor's perception of the needs
of the class.



Course Legalities

A.  Disabilities: Oklahoma Baptist University complies with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of
1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.  Students with disabilities who need special
accommodations must make their requests and submit documentation to the Director of Student
Services, Canaan Crane, at (405) 878-2416.  The Student Services office is located in the Geiger
Center, Room 101.  

B.  Absences:  Following University policy, if you miss more than 25% of the scheduled classes, you
will receive a failing grade for this course.  

C.  Make-up Exams: If extremely unusual circumstances exist and a student has a legitimate reason for
missing an exam, he or she may take a make-up exam.  The make-up exam will be taken during the
scheduled final exam period for this class. This means that if you miss an exam, you will have 2 exams
to take during the final exam time for this class--the final exam (exam 5) and your make-up exam. If
you know ahead of time that you must miss an exam, please talk with me to see if arrangements can be
made for you to take the exam early.

D.  Late Assignments:  Assignments may always be turned early.  Late work will be penalized.

E.  Grade Posting: Exam grades, for those students providing written permission, will be posted on the
bulletin board outside my office.  Students may, at any time in the semester, request a printed grade
report which reflects their grade for each assignment and exam.

F.  Academic Dishonesty:
 The following section regarding academic dishonesty is copied from the Green Book (Student
Handbook), and is available online at http://www.okbu.edu/greenbook/section02.htm#dishonesty 

The University maintains a strict policy concerning academic dishonesty, which includes cheating,
plagiarism, giving assistance on an examination or paper when expressly forbidden by the instructor,
and any other practices which demonstrate a lack of academic integrity. Cheating occurs any time a
student uses deception in order to avoid fulfilling the specific requirements of an assignment or course
and/or in order to receive a higher grade than he/she might otherwise receive. Plagiarism occurs when
a student appropriates passages or ideas from someone else's writing into his/her own without
providing proper documentation and/or without using quotation marks to indicate when he/she is
directly quoting from a source. It is the responsibility of the student to know and to adhere to principles
of academic honesty.  

For additional details regarding the possible penalties for academic honesty and for information about
the academic grievance procedure, please consult the above referenced web site.

http://www.okbu.edu/greenbook/section02.htm#dishonesty


Please read the entire contents of this page and sign below if you want your grades posted.

I give Dr. Roark and Oklahoma Baptist University permission to publicly post my grades, by ID,  for
any assignments and/or exams given in PSY 354 History of Psychology.  This permission applies to
the final grade in this course as well.  I understand that these grades will be posted in the hallway of
Owens Hall, outside room 301 and may remain posted indefinitely.  I give this consent with the
understanding that I will be identified only by my OBU identification number (or another number that I
designate).  

Name:__________________________ ID#:*___________________ Date:__________________

* If you do not want your grades posted by you OBU ID number, you can give a different number and I
will use that number to post your grades.

Alternate ID#:_______________________
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