U.S. 1023--NEW TESTAMENT HISTORY AND LITERATURE

Dr. Bobby Kelly: Owens Hall 113; 878-2213

Fall 2008
PERSPECTIVE

Educational 

Each student is required to complete two religion courses at OBU.  U.S. 101 (OT History and Literature), U.S. 307 (Biblical Ethics), and U.S. 102 are the three options.  U.S. 102 is a freshman level course designed to explore the New Testament writings within the context of the historical development of Christianity in the first century.  Attention will be given to the types of literature in the New Testament, the order and manner of the composition of these writings, and the questions of authorship and purpose. U.S. 101 and 102 provide a foundation for the core curriculum courses in European Literature and History.

Jesus stated that the Shema (Hear) was the foremost commandment of the Hebrew Scriptures: (Hear, O Israel, the Lord your God, the Lord is one. And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength( (Mk 12:29-30, citing Deut 6.4-5). In obedience to Jesus( words, may you be compelled to finish this course as a transformed person, both academically and spiritually. Indeed, this aim dovetails with OBU(s purpose statement:

As a Christian liberal arts university, OBU transforms lives by equipping students to:
· pursue academic excellence

· integrate faith with all areas of knowledge

· engage a diverse world

· live worthy of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus
Doctrinal 

This course is based on the premise that "all Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, reproof, correction, and training in righteousness, in order that the person of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work" (2 Tim 3:16-17).  The Baptist Faith and Message article on "The Scriptures," (article 1) serves as the guideline for teaching this course. While I affirm the inspiration, authority, and absolute trustworthiness of Scripture, I also recognize the need to study the Bible seriously and pay attention to the difficult questions that the New Testament itself raises.

OPPORTUNITIES
1. Develop an appreciation and understanding of the nature and variety of New Testament literature.

2. Develop an understanding of the historical context, crucial developments, central personalities, and dominant theological themes in the New Testament.

3. Gain insight into the interpretation of ancient literature generally.

4. Deepen your appreciation and understanding of the New Testament and provide stimulus for subsequent and more intensive study.
TEXTBOOKS
Gundry, Robert N. A Survey of the New Testament, 4th ed. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2003.

A modern English translation of the NT (e.g., NASB, NRSV, NIV, TNIV, HCSB, etc.).
MEANS OF ACHIEVING OPPORTUNITIES
Exams 
Four exams will be given, Sept. 30, October 23, November 18, and the final (see below). The exams will contain a mixture of objective (T/F, matching, multiple choice, short answer) as well as subjective questions (long and/or short essay). To prepare adequately for the exams, the student should maintain a consistent daily reading schedule, attend all classes, take adequate class notes, and review readings and notes at least weekly. Should problems develop I will be available to help you. 

Make-up exams will be given only in extreme cases (e.g., illness, death in family, participation in an official University activity). In such cases exams should be made up within one week of the date of the scheduled exam. Make-up exams should be scheduled through Janet Burns, SCS Secretary, extension 2229 or janet.burns@okbu.edu. Make-ups are offered on Thursday afternoons and Friday @ 10:00 am. It is your responsibility and yours alone to schedule and take the make-up exam.  

Quizzes & Reading Guides
We will have unannounced quizzes as well as frequent assignments testing your comprehension of the assigned reading of selected book of the New Testament. These grades will combine to count for 100 pts, roughly 1/5 of the final grade.
Absences & Tardiness

According to University policy, a student may not receive credit for this course if he/she fails to attend class for any reason for as much as 25% of the total number of class meetings. Forget that! I expect you will be in class unless life circumstances will not allow.

Grading
The course will be graded on a 90-100 scale. The final average will be determined based on the four exams (400 pts) and the quizzes/worksheets (100 pts). 

Disabilities
Oklahoma Baptist University complies with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. Students with disabilities who need special accommodations must make their requests and submit documentation to the Director of Student Services at (405) 878-2416. The Student Services office is in the Geiger Center, Room 101.
Course Assignments
	DATE
	TOPIC
	ASSIGNMENT

	R 8/28
	Orientation 
	

	T 9/2
	Intertestamental Period
	G 3-10 

	R 9/4
	Intertestamental Period
	G 11-22

	T 9/9
	Daily Life in the NT period: Secular Setting 
	G 25-43

	R 9/11
	Daily Life in the NT period: Religious Setting
	G 45-75

	
	
	

	T 9/16
	Canon & Text
	G 79-89

	R 9/18
	Intro to the Gospels: Source Criticism; Mark
	G 94-96; Read Mark

	
	
	

	T 9/23
	Matthew
	Read Matthew

	R 2/25
	Luke; John will be covered in a handout


	Read Luke

	T 9/30
	EXAM ONE
	

	R 10/2
	The Birth of Jesus & Preparation

for ministry: John the Baptist, Jesus' baptism and temptation
	Matt 1:1-4:11; Luke 1:1-4:14

	T 10/7
	Jesus' Ministry in Galilee; Sermon on the Mount; Peter's Confession and Transfiguration
	Mark 1:14-3:19; Matthew 5-7


	R 10/9


	Passion Week: Gethsemane, Arrest, Trial, Crucifixion, and Resurrection

	Mark 11-16



	T 10/14

R 10/16
	FALL FREE DAYS

Establishment of the Church
	Acts 1:1-8:1

	T 10/21
	Paul's Life and Journeys
	Acts 9-28

	R 10/23
	EXAM TWO
	

	
	
	

	T 10/28
	Paul and His Letters
	

	R 10/30
	Thessalonian Letters
	1 & 2 Thessalonians

	
	
	

	T 11/4
	Galatians
	G 351-354; Galatians

	R 11/6
	The Corinthian Correspondence
	1 & 2 Corinthians

	T 11/11
	Romans
	Romans

	R 11/13

	The Prison Letters
	Colossians, Philemon, Ephesians, and Philippians

	T 11/18
R 11/20
	The Pastoral Letters
Paul in Conclusion
	G 439-444; 1 & 2 Timothy & Titus



	
	
	

	T 11/25
	EXAM THREE
	

	R 11/27
	THANKSGIVING BREAK
	

	
	
	

	T 12/2
	Hebrews
	G 457-462; Hebrews

	R 12/4

	The General Letters: James
	James

	T 12/9
	The General Letters: 1 & 2 Peter; Jude; 1-3 John     
	1 & 2 Peter; Jude, 1-3 John

	R 12/11
	Apocalyptic: Revelation
	G 505-511; Revelation




FINAL EXAM: 

Section A (2:00-3:15 pm) - Wednesday, December 17 @ 3:15-5:15 pm

Section B (11:00 am-12:15 pm) - Wednesday, December 17 @ 8:00-10:00 am
